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private papers., this cannot pretend to be a definite
work. Its hope is to function as a stop-gap till a
standard account is written either by the Premier
himself or some member of his intimate circle. To
the best of my knowledge and belief, it is the first
full-length biography of Leon Blum to be essayed in
any language. It contains a quantity of data
which I have not seen elsewhere in print, corrects a
number of current errors and collates for the first
time most of the references to the subject which
occur in dozens of scattered magazines and books*
In justice to M. Blum, the confession must be made
that my recital of his career is wholly unauthorized*
Perhaps it should be added that the writer is not
a Socialist.

For aid in determining specific points of fact I am
indebted to the generous courtesy of M* Gelestin
Bougie, director of the Ecole Normale Sup&rieure ;
Prof. Isadore Levy, of the College de France ;
Principal A. Clermond, of the Lyc^e Janson-de*
Sailly; M. Cassagne, Censeur des Etudes at the
Lyc6e Charlemagne ; M. Francois Cracy, director
of the Press Bureau of the Presidence du Conseil ;
and Mr, P. J. Philip, Paris correspondent of the
New York Times. I beg to express to MM. Lucien
and Georges Blum, brothers of the Premier, my
cordial appreciation of their kindness to an in-
quisitorial stranger, and my thanks for three family